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A P P E N D I X  B

State Planning and Zoning
Laws in New England

T
he following matrix
of select planning
and zoning related
state laws from the
six New England

states is designed to help New
England citizen planners consider
the range of land use controls that
are available to them. All states
delegate considerable authority

over land use to cities and towns,
but no two do it in quite the same
way, and there is a wide range of
restrictions that states impose.
Sometimes there is debate among
land use law experts about whether
a given zoning technique is permis-
sible under a state’s laws (in Massa-
chusetts, for example, this debate
sometimes turns on the question

of whether a town retains certain
powers not curtailed by the state
under its “home rule” authority).
Court decisions sometimes estab-
lish state law, and several are cited
in the matrix. Please remember that
state law is always subject to change,
and that you should confirm that
a given legal rule remains in effect.
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I would like to help preserve Vermont’s rural landscape and
encourage Smart Growth development with a tax-deductible
donation of:

The mission of the Vermont Forum on Sprawl
is to preserve Vermont’s unique working landscape

and quality of life while encouraging economic
development in community centers, through:

1. research and communications,
2. public policy development,
3. community tools and demonstration projects,
4. building creative and diverse partnerships.

❑ Smart Growth Innovator $1000

❑ Community Builder     500

❑ Coalition Advocate     100

❑ Planning Promoter       50

❑ Sprawl Buster       30

❑ Other $_____

NAME _______________________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________________________

CITY ________________________________________________

STATE __________   ZIP __________________________________

PHONE _______________________________________________

EMAIL ________________________________________________

WHY DO WE NEED

A VERMONT FORUM ON SPRAWL?

✓ To discourage wasteful land consumption.

✓ To provide more transportation choices.

✓ To minimize public costs of development.

✓ To conserve valuable farmland and forestland.

✓ To promote downtowns and village centers.

✓ To provide diverse housing choices.

…and to protect the unique character of Vermont…compact
settlements separated by rural countryside.

For more information on the Vermont Forum on Sprawl, visit our website at www.vtsprawl.org,
or contact us at 110 Main St., Burlington, Vt 05401 • Tel 802.864.6310 • Fax 802.862.4487 • Email info@vtsprawl.org

Please make checks
payable to the Vermont
Forum on Sprawl.

All donations of
$30 or greater will
receive 20% off
Community Rules.

Be Part of the Solution
Join CLF today!

Founded in 1966, the Conservation Law Foundation is a nonprofit, member-supported organization that
works to solve the environmental problems that threaten the people, natural resources, and communities of New England.

CLF’s advocates use law, economics, and science to design and implement strategies that conserve natural resources,
protect public health, and promote vital communities in our region.

I would like my donation
to support CLF’s work:

❑  Across New England
or in

❑  Maine
❑  Massachusetts
❑  New Hampshire
❑  Rhode Island
❑  Vermont

Yes! I want to help CLF protect New England’s
environment and communities.
❑ $30 (Membership Dues)    ❑ $50    ❑ $100    ❑ $250    ❑ $500
❑ Other $_________

Name __________________________________________________

Street __________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________________

❑ My employer participates in a matching gift program.

Payment Options

Log on to www.CLF.org to make an online donation!
❑  Check   ❑  Mastercard   ❑  Visa
Card # _____________________________________________________
Exp. Date _______ /______  Sig._______________________________

For more
information on

CLF, please
call (800) 370-0697

e-mail members@clf.org

or log on to
www.CLF.org

Please fill out this
form and send it to:
Membership Center,
62 Summer Street,

Boston, Massachusetts
02110-1016.

Fax (617) 350-4030

Your contribution is
tax-deductible to the
extent provided by
law. Thank You!




