Self-Assessment Questionnaire:  Indicators of Downtown Health

1. Do you feel that new development is occurring more rapidly in your downtown area and surrounding traditional neighborhoods, or in more suburban/rural areas on the outskirts?  Please explain what you see as the most significant trends in this regard.
2. What proportion of first and second-floor spaces in your downtown is utilized for retail, commercial home and office space, and what proportion is empty?  Is the current occupancy more, less than or at current demand?
3. How does the supply of housing downtown compare with the demand?  Are there any price points where supply falls especially short of demand?
4. How many major building rehab opportunities are there in your downtown?

5. Are property owners taking care of the buildings?

6. Where and what are the significant infill opportunities in your downtown?  (look at vacant lots, surface parking, underutilized sites, etc.)
7. Is there a diversity of goods and services available to those that live and work in your downtown?  That is, can people buy groceries, go to the bank, eat out, and otherwise meet their daily needs within the downtown area?
8. Is your downtown a major center of employment for the surrounding region?  Are there more or less jobs in the areas on the outskirts of your downtown?

9. Are there public parks in or near downtown?
10. What cultural opportunities are available?  For example, does your downtown have a movie theater, a concert hall, or a museum?
11. What activities and services are available for young people?

12. What activities and services are available for seniors?

13. How well developed are alternative modes of transportation, such as bike paths, sidewalks, and public transit?

14. What do you see as the single greatest strength of your downtown?

15. What do you see as the biggest threat to the health of your downtown?

16. Do you feel that there is public support for private enterprise and business that is balancing both groupsneeds?

17. Please list any barriers (if any) to downtown development and redevelopment activities and rate their significance on a scale of 1-5 with 1 being the lowest and 5 the highest:
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