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Community Partnership Program

Smart Growth Vermont is expanding the range of services provided to Vermont communities to include working directly with local decision makers to formulate and implement plans and programs that will facilitate smart growth development.  The goals of the program are to:

· Provide technical support and professional capacity to communities seeking to address development challenges by discouraging sprawl and supporting smart growth;

· Foster the development of thoughtful, innovative community-based solutions (i.e., regulatory provisions, plan elements, ordinances, programs and policies) in diverse communities that can serve as examples for other communities facing similar challenges; and 

· Help shape land use and development patterns in Vermont communities that are consistent with smart growth principles and the goals of partner communities. 

To accomplish these goals, Smart Growth Vermont will enter into partnerships with a select number of municipalities in Vermont over the next three years to provide professional assistance on issues related to land use planning, development regulation, community development, resource protection and community design.  Services will be provided by in-house professional planning staff supplemented by other professionals (e.g., urban design, landscape architecture, land development, GIS analysis) on a consulting basis, depending upon the needs of the community. 

Smart Growth Vermont will enter into partnership agreements with communities, at the request of the municipal legislative body (e.g., selectboard) and planning commission, in accordance with the following:

1) Smart Growth Principles.  The type of assistance or project must be consistent with Smart Growth Vermont’s smart growth principles (see attached) in that the project will facilitate smart growth development and prevent sprawl.

2) Community Diversity.  Smart Growth Vermont will work with communities that reflect a diversity of size (e.g., population), character (e.g., rural, urban) and geographic distribution to ensure that models resulting from our work are applicable to a large number of Vermont communities.  Initially, communities that meet the other applicable criteria will be selected on a first-come first-serve basis.

3) Community Support.  A community must have invited Smart Growth Vermont to provide technical planning assistance through a direct inquiry or solicitation through a RFP or RFQ process, and both the Planning Commission and Selectboard have endorsed the role of our organization.  Depending upon the nature of the project, we may request that other community boards and committees (e.g., Conservation Commission) endorse our involvement.

4) Project Coordination.  A partnership agreement must be defined by a clear, agreed-upon scope of work that identifies the expectations of both Smart Growth Vermont and the community with regard to the project schedule, respective roles and responsibilities, and project outcomes and final products.  Generally, we will commit to providing assistance and products that are based on clearly articulated land use and community development goals, and where clear lines of communication involving Smart Growth Vermont staff and local officials (including all relevant local boards) are in place to ensure ongoing assessments of the project’s progress relative to the goals. 

5) Project Funding.  Funding must be available to cover project costs, including Smart Growth Vermont’s direct and indirect expenses.  We are willing to assist communities with fundraising, although it is preferred that a portion of the project be funded directly by the community as a demonstration of the local commitment to the effort. 

6) Regional Planning Commission support.  In some instances, community partnerships may include the involvement of the regional planning commission (RPC).  The RPC’s role will depend on a number of factors, including the specific needs of the project, interest and capacity of the RPC, and relationship between the RPC and community.  Smart Growth Vermont looks forward to exploring potential RPC involvement on a case by case basis.  And, while there will likely be projects in which the RPC has no role, Smart Growth Vermont will request an endorsement from the RPC for our work with the community and will not work directly with communities on local planning initiatives if the RPC opposes our involvement in the region.
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We work for…


Vibrant village centers and downtowns


More housing choices


Communities that encourage walking and biking 


Productive farm & forest land





Smart Growth Vermont


SMART GROWTH PRINCIPLES





Plan development so as to maintain the historic settlement pattern of compact village and urban centers separated by rural countryside.





Promote the health and vitality of Vermont communities through economic and residential growth that is targeted to compact, mixed use centers, including resort centers, at a scale convenient and accessible for pedestrians and appropriate for the community and region.





Enable choice in the mode of transportation available and insure that transportation options are integrated and consistent with land use objectives.





Protect and preserve the environmental quality and important natural and historic features of Vermont, including natural areas, water resources, air quality, scenic resources, and historic sites and districts.





Provide the public with access to formal and informal open spaces, including parks, playgrounds, public greens, water bodies, forests and mountains.





Encourage and strengthen agricultural and forest enterprises and minimize conflicts of development with these businesses.





Provide for housing that meets the needs of a diversity of social and income groups in each Vermont community but especially in communities that are most rapidly growing.





Support a diversity of viable business enterprises in downtowns and villages, including locally-owned businesses, and a diversity of agricultural and forestry enterprises in the countryside.





Balance growth with the availability of economical and efficient public utilities and services and through investment of public funds consistent with these principles.





Accomplish goals and strategies for smart growth through coalitions with stakeholders and engagement of the public.











