TOWN OF DANVILLE MAPPING DATA

The Planning Commission has been working with Smart Growth Vermont on a project to determine how best to implement the goals in the town plan relating to enhancing rural character. As part of that project, a series of maps highlighting various geographic data were developed by the Northeastern Vermont Development Association (NVDA) to help provide some analysis of the on-the-ground features that relate to rural character. An overview of these maps is provided below.  The features mapped -  lands enrolled in the current use program, deer wintering areas, prime agricultural soils, elevation etc. - were chosen because they were identified as representing rural character by the Town Plan or in previous surveys or community meetings. The data layers are for planning purposes and do not replace a survey or engineering studies to define exact boundaries and locations of various features.
These maps, along with focus groups, a survey and a series of community meetings are designed to develop an in-depth understanding of a series of issues that were raised in the Town Plan but not fully explored in previous planning efforts, surveys, and meetings.  Its overall purpose is to establish a shared basis for moving forward with the development of a selected set of strategies that address top community concerns and that have broad local support. 
Map 1: Scenic and Historic Resources

This map shows:
· Lakes, ponds and rivers

· Areas with elevation over 1500 feet

· Land enrolled in the current use program – note that it includes the whole parcel, and not just the area within a parcel that might be in current use

· Open fields

· Public Lands

· “Sacred spaces” – as identified by participants in the five focus groups. These included a broad range of what people said they considered examples of rural character. They include scenic views, great hunting areas, wildlife viewing areas, historic buildings, etc. 
From this map, the importance of working farms and forests is evident in the amount of land enrolled in the current use program. Large, contiguous blocks of land are more prevalent in the north-east part of the town, but there are parcels enrolled throughout.  Data on lands enrolled under the Current Use program are not available in a format that permits broad-scale assessment of the geographic distribution of enrolled acreage or the amount of land enrolled as farmland versus as timberland.  Given the importance of Current Use to the economic viability of rural lands, it may be in the Town’s interest to work with partners who can obtain and digitize more precise data than we were able to procure for this study. Reaching out to talk to those enrolled in the program to understand their needs and how the town and community can support local farm and forestry activities could also be considered. 
The western boundary of the town contains land that is over 1500 feet in elevation. The map also shows the open fields that are found along many of the major roads in Danville and in areas of current use. In these areas, several scenic views were identified by focus group participants. Both the long-distant views in towns – that is views to the mountains and other high points from various locations – as well as the scenic vantage points themselves are identified in these sacred spaces. The higher elevations allows one to experience longer views where as the open fields allow for the sweeping views of fields in the foreground that open to trees in the mid-ground and hills or mountains in the background. Closer evaluation of scenic views might want to be considered in order to evaluate and prioritize scenic views. 
Map 2: Natural Constraints Maps
This map shows the following features:

· Prime and statewide important agricultural soils

· Threatened/endangered species or habitat

· National and statewide identified wetlands

· Areas over 20% slope

· Deer wintering areas

This map can be looked at through two different lenses. As labeled, it does highlight natural features that are constraints to development. However, these features are also important for the maintenance or rural character – active farms, the presence of wildlife, dirt roads, etc. 

There are extensive deer wintering areas in the northern, central and southern part of the town that run from east to west. Most of the wetlands are located in the southern portion of town, in and around ponds, streams and rivers. While prime and statewide important agricultural soils are found scattered throughout the town, there are larger blocks in the northern part of North Danville. Determining how to balance maintaining these features and developing new homes and businesses will be critical as the community moves forward with this project. 
Map 3: Zoning District Maps
The third map shows the various zoning districts within the town. The map reflects the work recently completed in and around the Village of Danville by the Planning Commission and Select Board with extensive input from the public. When the Town implemented zoning, they chose to zone for higher density (3 units/acre) along the roads within a certain distance from the roads and lower density as you moved outward from the roads.
When reviewing the current zoning districts it is important to consider how the community will look if the various districts are fully built. It is also important to view this map alongside Maps 1 and 2 and consider how this pattern of districts will impact scenic views, agricultural soils, wetlands and critical habitat. 

As the town moves through the process of determining how to best to enhance rural character while allowing for new growth and development, continue to refer to these maps to consider how various options would play out on-the-ground and what key features of rural character might be strengthened or weakened.
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